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N~
: Abstract :

This paper investigates the Qur’anic verses referred to by
proponents of the separation between religion and the state, namely
the verses that negate agency (wakalah) from the Prophet (PBUH). It
critically examines the validity of such interpretations. The study aims
to explicate the meaning of separating religion from the state, identify
its principal advocates, define the concept of agency negated from the
Prophet (PBUH), elucidate how these verses have been employed as
evidence for the separation claim, and critically assess that.

The research employs the descriptive, inductive, and analytical
methodologies. The findings reveal that the concept of separation of
religion and state, as formulated in modern Western thought, has been
propagated among some Arab intellectuals and has notably influenced
their discourse. The essential implication of this notion is the
exclusion of religion from domains of politics and economics. The
agency negated from the Prophet (PBUH) does not denote the
disconnection of religion from the state; rather, it refers to other
aspects not related to religion’s functions like coercing people to
believe, guarding them, dominating them, guaranteeing their
guidance, monitoring their actions and recompensing them, or
managing their matters and affairs.

Furthermore, the paper concludes that the use of these verses to
validate the call for separating religion from the state is indefensible
for several reasons: the meanings of the verses do not denote what
they argue, the rhetorical address of these verses does not support their
argument, and, according to scholars who hold the view of abrogation,
these verses were abrogated. Even among those who reject abrogation,
the verses remain consistent with the political action.

Among the chief recommendations of this study is encouraging
postgraduate students to participate in the critical examination of
secularist interpretations of the texts of revelation regarding
intellectual and cultural issues, and to analyze secularist arguments
raising non-revelatory texts in support of the separation between
religion and the state.

Keywords: (Verses negating agency from the Prophet (PBUH),
Separation of religion and state, Contemporary Arab thought).
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