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: Abstract :

This research is titled: “The Use of Rational Evidence by Ahl al-
Sunnah in Refuting Opponents.” It aims to highlight the rational
foundations adopted by Ahl al-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah in debating those
who oppose them in matters of creed, by revealing the nature of some
rational arguments they relied upon in refuting misconceptions and
demonstrating the weakness of claims that contradict their
methodology. The research also addresses the frequently promoted
claim that Ahl al-Sunnah do not rely on rational inquiry, but rather
follow blind imitation and deny the authority of reason in doctrinal
argumentation.

The research clarifies that Ahl al-Sunnah presented sound examples
of rational reasoning, combining methodological correctness with
well-structured arguments. Among the most prominent of these forms
are: Qiyas al-Aula (analogy of priority), analogizing a disputed matter
with one unanimously agreed upon, and the method of elimination and
division (sabr wa-tagsim). These are authentic rational tools with a
notable presence in theological debates within their tradition.

The research concludes with several findings, including:

- Ahl al-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah did not neglect rational evidence;
rather, they used it within the limits set by Islamic law, in contrast to
the theologians (mutakallimtin) who gave precedence to reason over
revelation.

- When Ahl al-Sunnah employ rational evidence, they do not use it
to affirm what contradicts revelation or replace it, but rather in a way
that aligns with and confirms revelation.

- The scholars of the Salaf employed sound rational principles in
their discussions, obligating opponents with corrupt rational
consequences that expose the falsity of their claims.

These findings demonstrate the methodology of Ahl al-Sunnah in
using reason in a manner disciplined by revelation, effectively refuting
misconceptions without undermining the core foundations of divine
guidance.

Keywords: (Rational, evidence, Ahl Al-Sunnah).
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