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: Abstract :

This study examines the prophetic traditions that mention the
conditional attribution of prophethood to Ibrahim —may Allah be
pleased with him- had he lived, adopting an analytical and Critical
hadith methodology. Certain reports include a statement implying the
linkage of Ibrahim’s prophethood to the hypothetical continuation of
his life an occurrence that is intrinsically impossible. The wording
does not suggest the possibility of prophethood after the Seal of the
Prophets, Muhammad. Misunderstanding this implication led some
scholars to reject these narrations.

The research demonstrates that this formulation belongs to the
rhetorical device of conditional attribution to an impossibility, a well-
established feature of classical Arabic expression. Arabs would negate
an event by tying it to something impossible, thereby reinforcing the
impossibility of its occurrence. Thus, these narrations do not imply
any possibility of prophethood after Muhammad.

This was followed by a hadith-based analytical study of five
narrations cited in the chapter.

The study reached the following conclusions:

1.The narration that is established as authentic is the hadith of Ibn
Abi Awfa as recorded in Sahth al-Bukhari. Although it is mawquf in
its mode of transmission, it carries the ruling of marfa”.

2.The conditional suspension upon an impossibility mentioned in
the hadith does not conflict with the doctrine of the finality of
prophethood, as it is formulated as a conditional statement that does
not entail actual occurrence; and whatever is suspended upon an
impossibility is itself impossible.

Keywords: (Conditional attribution, Prophethood, Ibrahim,
Continuation of life, Hypothetical condition).
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