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: Abstract :

When jurists and legal theorists reason beyond textual sources, they
often use three rational proofs: causal reasoning (i‘tilal), inferential
reasoning (istidlal), and proof by contradiction (khalf). This study
focuses on clarifying the first two—causal and inferential reasoning
by exploring their definitions, principles, and applications in legal
theory (ustl al-figh).

Using a descriptive, analytical, applied, and comparative
methodology, the researcher examines foundational sources, analyzes
the conceptual frameworks of these proofs, and compares them with
actual applications in jurisprudential and theoretical writings. The
research begins with an introduction and hypotheses, followed by four
main sections and a conclusion summarizing findings and
recommendations.

The study’s core problem is the conceptual analysis of causal and
inferential reasoning, which are essential to all forms of rational
argumentation in Islamic legal theory. These are examined through
their structure, content, and parallels in disciplines like theology
(kalam), dialectics, and formal logic.

A key finding is that Imam al-Ghazali was the first to explicitly
mention these two forms of reasoning in his work Shifa’ al-Ghalil.
The study shows that causal reasoning aligns with the logical concept
of Burhan al-Limm (demonstration from cause), while inferential
reasoning aligns with Burhan al-Inn (demonstration from effect). Both
belong to the broader category of syllogistic reasoning.

The research recommends deeper investigation of the concept of
‘illah (legal cause) and encourages comparative studies between legal
theorists and thinkers in related fields, particularly in their treatment
of attributes, existence, and logical categories like the five universals
(al-kulliyyat al-khams).

Keywords: Causal reasoning, Inferential reasoning, Proof by
Contradiction, Demonstration, Contradiction.
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