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Abstract

In the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the legal system is based on Islamic law
(Sharia) and the Basic Law of Governance, granting judicial oversight of
regulations a distinctive character that differs from traditional models relying
on written constitutions and independent constitutional courts. This oversight
is exercised by judicial bodies such as the Supreme Court and the Board of
Grievances, which ensure that regulations comply with the provisions of
Islamic law and the Basic Law of Governance. In the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan, the Constitutional Court is responsible for overseeing the
constitutionality of laws and regulations, exercising its powers
independently, including ruling on constitutional appeals and interpreting
legal texts in accordance with the Jordanian Constitution of 1952 and its
amendments.

Given the fundamental differences in the legal foundations of the Saudi
and Jordanian systems, this research conducts a comparative study to
analyze the similarities and differences in the judicial oversight mechanisms
and procedures for constitutional review of regulations. It also examines the
effectiveness of such oversight in both systems. The study concludes with
the following key findings and recommendations:

Findings: The Saudi legal system relies on Islamic law and the Basic Law
of Governance as its normative reference, granting constitutional oversight a
unique nature, unlike the Jordanian system, which is based on a written
constitution and specific laws. Although there is no explicit constitutional
framework for judicial review of regulations in Saudi Arabia, this does not
imply the absence of constitutional oversight. In Saudi Arabia, the Supreme
Court and the Board of Grievances oversee regulations, while in Jordan, the
Constitutional Court has independent and direct jurisdiction over the
constitutionality of laws and regulations.

Recommendations: The establishment of a "Supreme Constitutional
Court" headquartered in Riyadh, composed of a chief justice and a sufficient
number of judges .

Keywords: Constitutional Oversight, Judicial Review, Basic Law of
Governance, Constitutionality of Regulations.
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