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: Abstract :

Title of the Research: The Term “He is Hardly Known” of Al-
Imam Al-Dhahabi (d. 748 AH), An Applied Inductive Study.

Its Objectives: The research aims at clarifying the genesis of this
term, and the first person to use it among the scholars, and the one that
used it most, and an explication of its connotation according to Al-
Imam Al-Dhahabi, with a study of the status of the narrators described
with it, through the comparison between the statements of the scholars
regarding them, and a discovery of their critical rank, and highlighting
the extent to which Al-Imam Al-Dhahabi is in agreement with others
or in disagreement with them.

Its Methodology: The researcher applied in his study the
inductive, analytical and critical methodologies.

Its Significant Findings: It was clarified that this term is peculiar
to Al-Imam Al-Dhahabi, as | did not come across anyone that has
preceded him on it, and he would often use it in his book “Mizan Al-
I’tidal”, and its connotation according to him was clarified as he at
times used it to mean the obscurity of the narrator absolutely, or the
obscurity of his status, or the disagreement over his companionship, or
the paucity of his hadith with the weakness therein, or the paucity of
his hadith and narration with his reliability and uprightness.

The total number of narrators described with it reached (49),
among them are (8) reliable ones “thigat”, (3) truthful ones “ahl al-
sidq”, (11) weak ones “da’ef”, and (27) obscure ones “majahil”.

Its Recommendations: Giving attention to the critical terms that
are peculiar to a certain scholar, and clarifying its connotations,
especially among those who authored on discrediting “al-jarh” and
endorsement “ta’d1l”.

Keywords: term, Al-Imam Al-Dhahabi, hardly known, applied
inductive.
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