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: Abstract :

The act of ‘listening’ is considered of great significance in Sufi rhetoric.
And from the types of ‘listening’ is what is known as ‘“taghbir”’; a
compilation of ascetic poems recited aloud and often accompanied by the
beating of a rod on the ground, or on leather, or on one’s thigh, with which
they worship Allah the Almighty. Those who sung the poems in this specific
manner were called: al-Mughabbariun , and al-Mughabbara ,whilst an
individual was called: Mughabbari. The earliest recorded appearance of
‘taghbir’ was in the third century and it arose from a direction that was not
trustworthy in terms of religious knowledge nor adherence, in addition to the
corruptions and abominations that accompanied its appearance.

The righteous predecessors and scholarly leadership at the time outright
condemned this innovation and warned against it. This swift action was
taken because it is considered worshiping Allaah the Almighty with what He
has not legislated, and the basic principle regarding acts of worship is to
adhere to the text, and whatever Allaah the Almighty has not legislated is
condemned and rejected. The action also involves imitating the polytheists
whom Allaah the Almighty has condemned in His Book chastising their
adoption of whistling and clapping as an act worship to bring them closer to
Allaah and obedience. In addition, the performance of the ones that recite
these poems is contrary to the etiquette required by Islamic law of humility,
serenity, and beseeching Allaah.

Certainly, Allaah the Almighty has blessed His servants with the
completion of this religion and the completion of this law, and this the
greatest blessing of Allaah upon this nation. And from the signs of his
completion of this religion is that He has already legislated for them an act
of ‘listening’ that will benefit them in their religion, and remedy their hearts
and purify their souls, and that is, listening to the Holy Quran. Listening
while comprehending, understanding, and contemplating its meanings. He
has also legislated listening to what the Messenger (may God bless him and
grant him peace) brought; deeply listening with contemplation and
acceptance. This is the beneficial legislated listening, and it is the listening
that Allaah the Almighty loves and is pleased with for His servants, and it is
the listening that the best of this nation worshiped Allaah with; from the
Companions to those that followed their footsteps in good faith and
adherence.

Keywords: (Taghbeer, ascetic poems, Mughabbirah, effects of
taghbeer, Listening).
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