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Abstract

The research dealt with the reality of alteration, the Quranic words which
proofs it, viewing the sayings of the Quranic interpreters regarding the people of
the book’s distortion of their books which was revealed to them, did their
distortion (of the Books) included changing its words only, or changing its
interpretation from its correct phase, or both phases? Comparing the sayings,
explaining the valid opinion, mentioning proofs from their books.

Objectives of the research:

1- Serving this issue, which the interpreters of the Quran mentioned
when interpreting the verses that mentioned the distortion of the
People of the Book.

2- Mentioning the principle in which those who restricted the distortion
of the people of The Book to changing its phase only.

3- Explaining the valid opinion regarding this issue with its proofs.

Methodology of the research:

The research relied on the method of induction, that is by collecting
the sayings of the leading Tafsir scholars about what is meant by the
distortion of the people of the book, then it compares between those opinions
and then mentioning the proofs of the valid opinion.

The most important findings:

1- the truth about distortion: the retraction of the word from its correct
face, either by changing its letters or vowel marks, or by distracting it
from its correct meaning.

2- The term distortion is from the Qur’anic terms, which is expressly
stated in it, or by other terms that indicate it.

3. Restricting the distortion of the people of the book to refer to altering
only is a dominated opinion, which defers the opinion of the leading
Tafsir scholars among the Companions and the Tabi’een (those who
came after the Companions), and it also defers the reality of the
situation people of the book.

4 - The most correct saying is that the people of the book include
distorting their books for all kinds of distortion: changing their words,
interpreting their words in a way that is not intended of them, deleting
them, reducing them, and concealing them.

Most important recommendation:

1- The need to take care of verifying statements before attributing them
to those who it were attributed to in the books of interpretation (of the
Quran) from the companions and Tabi’een, some of which are not
authenticated upon investigation, and the late of the interpreters (of
the Quran) relied on the predecessors regarding its attribution.

Keywords:
interpretation, distortion, the people of the Scripture, comparison.
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