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Abstract

Alfiyat ibn Malik (which consists of one thousand line on Arabic
grammar) is one of the most celebrated texts of Arabic grammar. No other
text in the traditions of Arabic grammar has ever attained the status of
Alfiyat ibn Malik indicated by the numerous explanations and commentaries
on this significant grammatical text. Imam Al-Shatibi’s explanation, entitled
al-maqasid alshafiya fi sharah al-khulasti al-kafiyah- is one of the most
rigorous explanations of Ibn Malik’s seminal work on Arabic grammar. |
have observed that Al-Shatibi focused on anomalous readings of the Quran
to cite them for his grammatical argumentation. As well, in the relevant
literature <1 observed that there have been no relevant study that tackled Al-
Shatibi’s use of anomalous Quranic readings in his explanation of Alfiyat
ibn Malik. This paper, then, employed the descriptive-analytic design to
explore the topic indicated in the title above. It focused only on the
anomalous Qur’anic readings cited by Al-Shatibi. The researcher used all
rigorous steps necessary in citing Quranic verses, variant readings of the
verses, sayings of the Prophet —peace and blessings on him-, Arabic
proverbs and instances used for grammatical argumentations from Arabic
poetry. Thirty five of the anomalous "readings”, cited by Al-Shatibi to
support sixteen of his grammatical arguments <were collected and analyzed
in this paper. In each instance, the anomalous readings were isolated and the
various viewpoints of the grammarians were surveyed. The present study
consisted of twelve sections concluded by the relevant findings.
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