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Abstract

The research was prefaced with an attempt towards
defining the following terms: commitment, layman, a
particular school of jurisprudence, and a highlight of the
most preponderant statement among these definitions. The
research was then organized into four chapters: the first
chapter is on the ruling of a layman's affiliation to a
particular school of jurisprudence, the second chapter is on
the ruling of a layman's commitment to the legal opinions
of his school of jurisprudence, the third chapter is on the
ruling of a layman switching from one school to another,
and the fourth chapter is on the impact of the scholastic
controversy over this matter.

In each chapter, the researcher highlighted the
scholars' opinions, their evidences and a selection of the
most preponderant opinion. After this, the research was
concluded with its salient findings, the most significant of
which are: the permissibility of a layman's affiliation to a
particular school of jurisprudence, and the permissibility
of him being committed to the legal opinions of his school
of jurisprudence or switching from one school to another
provided such was not informed by sheer whims and the
intention of At-Talfeeq (arbitrary concoction of legal
opinions). At the end of the research, the researcher wrote
a bibliography of the sources of the research and its
references.

Keywords: commitment, layman, school of
jurisprudence and specific.
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