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Abstract

This paper studies a particular issue among the various categories of
Hadeeth Sciences, and the issue appears — to the best of my knowledge — to
be one that does not have any research or writing devoted to it
independently. The issue is that of “Distinguishing Between Senior and
Junior Narrators With Similar Names in the Six Hadeeth Books.” The
present study aims to clarify how such narrators can be distinguished when
there is similarity between their respective names, kunyah (nickname), lagab
(surname), or lineage; and how scholars of Hadeeth identified that one was
senior or junior with respect to the other. This is one of the issues of
Hadeeth Sciences that prevented confusing between different narrators, and
knowing the acceptable narrator apart from the unacceptable, so as to
correctly grade the authenticity of Ahaadeeth with precision. This study
does the preceding with specific reference to such narrators found in the Six
Hadeeth books. In the case of male narrators, scholars used the words “al-
Akbar” or “al-Kabeer” to refer to the senior, and “al-Asghar” or “al-
Sagheer” in reference to the junior. In the case of females, they referred to
the senior as “al-Kubra” and the junior as “al-Sughra”. To gather the names
of such narrators, | used an exhaustive and analytical approach drawing
from various types of works in the areas of Hadeeth Literature and Hadeeth
Sciences. This paper contains and introduction, two main chapters, and a
conclusion that mentions the most significant findings and
recommendations.

Keywords: al-Akbar, al-Asghar, narrators, the six books.
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