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Abstract

“Ba” has many meanings, some of them reached (14) meaning, and they were
limited here to what the exegetes and others have mentioned regarding the “Ba”
associated to (ism) as in the “basmala” and the like, such as sticking, which is one of
its most famous meanings, and some of them have counted its meaning as:
(accompaniment, situational, and the “Ba” of inclusion). It also comes for
transitiveness, and some claimed that it is for embellishment Among its meanings:
seeking help, and some called it (the ba of the cause) for the meaning of what is
added to Almighty Allah, based the definition they employed in interpreting it. They
also differed: Is the seeking the help of Allah and the word (ism) an embellishment,
and they explained its embellishment with various explanations. Moreover, some of
those who said it is an embellishment — and did not interpret the “ba” in the sense of
seeking help — said its embellishment is for blessing, and to avoid the mistake of
thinking it’s an oath. However, some of those who argued that it is for seeking the
help of Allah among the theorists built this on the fact that the ism is the named, and
they have a lot of mix-ups regarding this, and in their discussions and responses, and
the statement of the origin of their opinion, and they substantiated it with wordings
of some hadiths. Among the Sunnis are those who espoused it being for seeking the
help of Allah, notwithstanding their different interpretations to the mention of (ism)
here, as some of them say: that seeking help of Allah primarily, and followed by
whatever it indicates - which is ism - as a consequence. Or it is for seeking His help
with verbally mentioning his name. They concluded that seeking His help should not
be by using His beautiful names .Some of them took the apparent meaning, and said
that word (ism) is the one employed in seeking help, because the demons flee when
it is mentioned, or because His names are blessed to be used in achieving one’s
needs, and some of them collected a number of meanings in one context, such as the
saying of some of them in its exegesis: | seek help and blessing with every name of
Allah, or seek help employing the name of Allah. Ibn Jarir is of the opinion that the
meaning is: | begin by naming Allah, and remembering Him above all else. Because
Arabs express the meaning by name, the word (ism) here means naming .They also
differed in relation to the reference of the “Ba”: regarding mentioning and omitting
it, introducing and delaying it, its specificity and generality, and whether it is a verb
or a noun.

Keywords: (Meanings of letters, meaning of ba, meaning Bismillah, seeking
help with the names of Allah, meaning of ba in the basmala).
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