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ABSTRACT

Purpose: The paper aims to highlight the indications of the dots found
in the early Qur’anic manuscripts, and their different shapes and colours,
including the red-dottings of Abti al-Aswad al-Du’ali, and some examples
from it, and then the latter additions in different colours, to indicate Qur’anic
readings, with illustrations of these additions.

Methodology: The researcher applied the: paleographic methodology
to classify Qur’anic manuscripts within the scope of the study, then the
inductive method to identify relevant colored letter-dotting and then
analyzing the results by compiling the similarities, then the descriptive
methodology to identify the various phenomena in the way of letter-dotting.

Findings: The paper showed that early Qur’anic manuscripts used the
red-dotting of al-Du’ali, but also added according to need additional dotting
colours, to show Qur’anic readings, or to stress a special consideration in
pronouncing some words.

Originality: The added value of the paper is to connect the literature of
vowel markings and letter-dotting with the practical implementation as
revealed in early Qur’anic manuscripts. The paper showed creative examples
from manuscript scribes. The paper recommended manuscript-specific
studies of letter-dotting and vowel markings.

Key words:
Letter-dotting — Early Qur’an Manuscripts —Colored dots - Aba al-
Aswad al-Du’ali — Semantics.
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