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The study aims to highlight the aspects in which Muawiyah ibn Abi
Sufyan (may Allah be pleased with him) is preferred over Umar ibn
Abdulaziz (may Allah have mercy on him), emphasizing that this preference
is not solely based on his companionship and having privilege of seeing him
(peace be upon him), despite that these are an honor, greatness, and
significance. The study further seeks to address the well-known statement
that Umar ibn Abdulaziz is the fifth of the Rightly Guided Caliphs,
investigating its source and motivation.

The study concludes that Muawiyah surpassed Umar ibn Abd al-Aziz
because of his several virtues and qualities like : his patience or his
forbearance (hilm), which became proverbial and was acknowledged by the
early leaders and scholars of the ummah. Furthermore, Muawiyah excelled
in knowledge, that he received teachings directly from the Prophet (peace be
upon him) and transmitted some of the legal rulings and hadiths to the
community(Ummah), there is he will receiving the reward(Ajar) for those
who acted upon them until the Day of Judgment.

moreover, Muawiyah participated in jihad during the Prophet’s time, he
present with Him at the battles of Ta’if, Hunayn, Tabuk. and During his own
caliphate, he revitalized the practice of jihad and upheld its banner after its
cessation and suspension during Ali’s caliphate (may Allah be pleased with
him).

Muawiyah faced challenging times and critical moments, when increased
internal strife and intense conflict among Muslims. However, he managed to
unite people, quell discord, and maintain stability throughout twenty-year of
his regime.

whereas Umar ibn Abd al-Aziz, who assumed the caliphate and ruled
while the people were united. His reign was characterized by consensus, and
the Umayyad authority became firmly established at that time.

The research also concludes that the statement about Umar ibn Abdulaziz
being the fifth of the Rightly Guided Caliphs is based on narrations
attributed to some scholars. The motivation behind this statement is to
commend his justice and exemplary conduct. It does not imply any
deficiency in Muawiyah’s justice or character, as He was a distinguished
companion, a righteous caliph, and an equitable leader.

Keywords: (Muawiyah (may Allah be pleased with him), Umar ibn
Abdulaziz (may Allah have mercy on him), preference, caliphs, Rightly
Guided, fifth).
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