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Abstract

The interest to employ qualitative research in the field of leadership began in the
hope of reaching results that provide deeper understanding that meets the needs of its
development and practices. Despite the value of qualitative research, its employment
in the field is limited. Besides, researchers encounter challenges in utilizing the
methodology. Accordingly, the current study aimed to explore the perceptions of
faculty members and graduate students regrading the use of qualitative research in
educational leadership research, and its challenges. The qualitative approach was used
to collect and analyze data based on semi-structured interviews with 19 participants: 8
faculty members and 11 graduate students. The investigation revealed that the value of
qualitative research in the field manifests in three themes: the breadth and originality
of understanding educational issues, the breadth and diversity of research method, the
depth and breadth of research results. While the challenges manifested in six themes:
psychological, administrative, skill, cultural, financial, and scientific challenges. The
results of the study urge policy makers and educational leaders and practitioners to

support the use of the methodology by spreading awareness, training, and facilitating
the procedures for its implementation.

Keywords: Qualitative research, Educational leadership, Research method,
faculty members, researchers, graduate students.
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