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Abstract

This study examines the institutional role of the ‘urfa’ and their impact on social
regulation and state formation during the Prophetic era. It offers a historical analysis
of the transformation of ‘irafa from a customary tribal mechanism into a structured
administrative function within the emerging Islamic state in Medina. The research
draws on the primary sources of sirah, hadith, early political documents, and relevant
poetic and socialnarratives, in order to elucidate the intermediary position of the ‘arif
between tribal organization and the Prophetic system of governance. The findings
indicate that the Prophet # re-integrated tribal structures into the framework of the
Islamic state and employed the ‘urfa’ as reliable intermediaries between central
authority and local groups. They performed essential duties including representation,
communalguarantee (kafala), demographic reporting, administrative communication,
resource management, hospitality organization, and participation in emergency
response. The role of the ‘arif operated within a set of ethical and procedural
constraints that limited disorder and strengthened internal social accountability. The
study concludes that ‘irafa evolved from a tribal custom into an institutionalized
mechanism that preserved communal cohesion and contributed to the formation of a
disciplined and socially regulated state. This transformation represents an early model
of harmonizing indigenous social norms with the administrative order of the nascent
Islamic polity.

Keywords: ‘Arif — ‘Urafa’ — Social Regulation — Tribal Organization — State
Formation — Prophetic Administration
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‘Awad, T1, Bayrit : Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, 2001 M.

4. al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il al-Ju‘fi (t256h), al-Jami‘ al-sahih, tahqiq : Mustafa
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