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Abstract

This study aimed to analyze the content of secondary stage language proficiency
textbooks in Saudi Arabia to determine the extent to which reading comprehension skills are
incorporated. These skills include literal, inferential, aesthetic, critical, and creative
comprehension. The study also sought to explore the extent to which students have acquired
these skills from the perspective of their teachers. A descriptive approach—both analytical and
survey-based—was adopted. A content analysis instrument was developed, consisting of 38
skills categorized under the five comprehension domains. The analysis was conducted on the
textbooks for both the first and second secondary levels. Additionally, a questionnaire was
administered to a random sample of 120 Arabic language teachers in the city of Taif to assess
students’ acquisition of these skills.

The results of the content analysis showed that inferential comprehension skills were the
most frequently included, followed by aesthetic and literal skills, while critical and creative
comprehension skills were represented at much lower levels. The survey results indicated that
students' overall acquisition of these skills was moderate, with relatively higher acquisition in
aesthetic comprehension and weaker acquisition in creative comprehension. Based on these
findings, the study recommended a more balanced inclusion of comprehension skills in the
textbooks and emphasized the need for intensified classroom instruction to develop higher-level
reading comprehension skills.

Keywords: Reading Comprehension Skills — Language Proficiency — Secondary Stage —

Skill Acquisition
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