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Abstract
This research aims to understand the fact that the Arabian deserts

formed a vast area within the geographical environment of the Arabian
Peninsula, which greatly influenced the ancient Arab man in terms of his
livelihood when it made him a pastoral man who lived life based on travel
and movement for the sake of pasture and water, and in terms of his
economy when it pushed him to exploit its plants and aromatic trees and
transform them into a prosperous trade with neighboring nations, In terms of
his culture, as the percentage of Arabic poetry that contained vocabulary
from the desert environment was large, and in terms of his security, as the
desert preserved the freedom and independence of that person and made it
impossible for the enemy to invade his country and control it. The
importance of this study lies in the fact that it discusses an integral part of
the natural environment of the Arabian Peninsula, namely the deserts, and
the extent of their recent impact on the lives of ancient Arabs, both
positively and negatively (benefits and harms), this importance is further
enhanced by the reliance on classical Greek and Roman sources, which
constitute extremely important works on the Arab countries from both
geographical and human perspectives, covering a period of time extending
from the sixth century BC to the sixth century AD, more than a thousand
years. The research followed the descriptive geographical approach in
collecting scientific material from original sources and auxiliary references,
arranging and composing them. The research then used the analytical
approach that compares and analyzes this information to extract the desired
results. As for the results, the research reached a number of important
results, including that the desert and semi-desert environment of the Arabian
Peninsula prompted ancient Arabs to live pastoral life based on travel and
movement for pasture and water. This environment also protected the
freedom and independence of that person from any external aggression.

key words: Arabian Peninsula - Pre-Islamic era - Classical sources —
Greek- Roman- the desert - Aromatic plants.
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