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Abstract

This study aims to explore the role of social capital in countering
intellectual extremism among university students and examine differences in
responses based on gender, academic rank, and field of specialization. It also
identifies the challenges that hinder this role from the faculty perspective.
The study adopted a social survey approach and applied a questionnaire
developed by the researcher to a sample of 380 faculty members at King
Saud University. The results indicated a high level of agreement among
faculty members regarding the role of social capital in addressing intellectual
extremism among university students. The social networking dimension
ranked first, followed by cooperative teamwork, while the social values
dimension: mutual trust, tolerance, and respect were ranked last. No
statistically significant differences were found in participants' responses
regarding this role based on gender. However, significant differences were
observed based on academic rank and field of specialization, favoring
professors and faculty members in natural and applied sciences, respectively.
The findings also revealed a moderate level of agreement on the challenges
that hinder the role of social capital in countering intellectual extremism.
The student-related challenges ranked first, followed by faculty-related
challenges, then society-related challenges, and finally, university
administration-related challenges. The study recommended encouraging
faculty members to use cooperative learning strategies in heterogeneous
groups. Additionally, universities should implement guidance programs to
enhance students' intellectual security and raise their awareness of effective
ways to address intellectual extremism.

Keywords: Role, Social Capital, Universities, Intellectual Extremism,
King Saud University
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