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Abstract

This study aimed to conduct a comparative analysis of the roles and
responsibilities of principals in inclusive schools within the Saudi and American
education systems. The study also sought to identify similarities and differences
between the two contexts and provide recommendations for developing these roles
within the Saudi context. Utilizing a comparative analysis approach, data was
collected through analyzing regulations governing principals' work in both countries.
The study's findings revealed similarities in the fundamental roles and
responsibilities of principals in inclusive schools in both Saudi Arabia and the
United States. These roles include teacher support, relationship building, student
progress monitoring, and data utilization. However, the study also uncovered
substantial differences attributed to each country's cultural and structural context. In
Saudi Arabia, principals' roles tend to emphasize organizational aspects and cultural
and religious values. Conversely, the American system prioritizes educational equity
and flexibility in implementation. Based on the study's findings, several
recommendations were proposed to develop the roles and responsibilities of
principals in Saudi inclusive schools. These include strengthening instructional
leadership, focusing on equity and fairness, building partnerships with parents,
utilizing data for development, and pursuing continuous professional development.

Keywords: Roles and responsibilities of principals, Inclusive schools,
Comparison, Saudi Arabia, United States of America
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