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Abstract

The Apology of al-Kindi, composed by an anonymous author during the 4th
century AH/ 10th century CE, was one of earliest Arabic books to be translated into
Latin after the Qur'an, which had brought the Apology's text to the attention of
historians and theologians since medieval times to the present. The authenticity of
the text of the Apology and al-Hashimi and al-Kindi as two real personalities have
been questioned despite most views calim that the Apology's text seems fabricated.
These views, however, remain hostage to the Apology's text itself most of the time,
with exception of a rare reference by al-Biriini in the late 4th century AH/ 10th
century.

Therefore, the current study adopts the historical method to examine the roots
of both al-Hashimt and al-Kindi figures throughout Muslim primary sources and
oriental Christian literature alike, to conclude an evident answer for both men in
which must be reflected to the Apology's text in terms of its authenticity. The study
reaches a significant result, represented in the fact that al-Hashimi is a real person
but he did not live in the reign of the Abbasid caliph al-Ma’'miin, unlike al-Kindt
who is most probably fictional. All those facts must mean that the text of the
Apology of al-Kindi appears unauthentic, which might have been written in the
second half of 4th century AH/ 10th century CE.

Key Words: Islam — Christianity- al-Hashim - al-Kindi — Apology.
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=Meétropolitain de Nisibe, La Chronographic d'Elic Bar-Sinaya, Bibliothéque de I'Ecole des Hautes Etudes, ed.
Delaporte, L.-J., Vol. 181, (Pari, Librairie Honoré Champion, 1910), p. 45. Eliac metropolitae Nisibeni, Eliae
metropolitae Nisibeni opus chronologicum, ed. Brooks, Ernest Walter, (Louvain, 1962), vol. 1, 184 — 186.

Swanson, Mark N., "Kitab al-majdal", Christian-Muslim relations: a bibliographical history: Volume 2:(900- 1050), ( \ )

ed. David Richard Thomas, Tarif Khalidi, Gerrit Jan Reinink, and Juan Mark Swanson, (Leiden & Boston, Brill, 2010),
p. 628.
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qahrt: dar al-bian al-rbi, 1408h./ 1987m.
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brikhats, 1878m.
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sadr, 1995m
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