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Abstract
The study aimed to explore the reality and challenges of the independence of
Saudi universities in the light of the new university system, from the point of view
of the academic leaders of Saudi universities, and to reveal the differences of
statistical significance attributed to the variable (university — leadership position —
gender), and to present a proposed strategy to activate the application of the
independence of Saudi universities.

To achieve the goal, a descriptive curriculum was used, and a questionnaire
was prepared that was applied to the academic leaders of the University (King Saud
— Prince Abdulrahman Al-Faisal-King Abdulaziz University), numbering (705), and
the results showed that the reality of the independence of Saudi universities came to
an average degree, and also showed the challenges facing independence in Saudi
universities to a large degree, and the study presented a proposed strategy to activate
the application of the independence of Saudi universities from the point of view of
the study community and experts in the field of university education.

Keywords: University autonomy, new university system, Saudi Arabian
universities.
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