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Abstract

The research aimed to clarify the expected role of the Deanships of Graduate
Studies and Scientific Research in Saudi universities in developing artificial intelligence
(Al) ethics among graduate students. The study employed a descriptive research
approach using an analytical method, as well as a qualitative approach through semi-
structured interviews with educational experts, utilizing a focus group technique. The
study concluded with several key findings, most notably that the irresponsible and
unethical use of Al in scientific research, along with the over-reliance on it by graduate
students for automating research tasks, leads to ethical and skill-related challenges that
harm humanity and negatively affect the academic integrity of researchers. It also
emphasized the importance of establishing an ethical framework to define the ethical
standards for using Al in scientific research. The main Al ethics in scientific research
were found to include: ethical responsibility, social accountability, legal liability,
continuous supervision and human oversight, transparency, protection of human rights,
safeguarding privacy and confidentiality, equality and justice, non-discrimination, and
cultural privacy. The expected roles of the Deanships of Graduate Studies and Scientific
Research were categorized into four main areas: roles related to setting regulations and
legislation, development and enhancement of students' skills and awareness of Al ethics,
improving the foundations of the educational process through curricula, faculty
members, and evaluation methods for scientific research, and enhancing the academic
environment with digital technologies that ensure researchers' adherence to Al ethics.

Keywords: role, Deanships of Graduate Studies and Scientific Research, Saudi
universities, Al ethics, graduate students
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