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Abstract

This research deals with the scientific efforts of Imam Yahya Ibn Abi
Al-Khayr Al-‘Umrant in Yemen during the sixth century AH, and seeks to
reveal the scientific status that Imam Yahya achieved among the Yemeni
scholars as the head of its jurists, the sheikh of Shafi’i school of thought and
one of the founders of this school in Yemen. The Imam played a major role
in scholarly life and had great efforts in teaching, writing, and spreading the
Shafi’i doctrine, in addition to his defense of the Sunni faith and his other
tangible scholarly efforts in Yemeni society during that era.

The research includes an introduction and three sections: The first
section provides an introduction to Imam Yahya, his birth, lineage,
upbringing, and some of his sheikhs from whom he received knowledge.
Second section discusses his journeys in pursuit of knowledge, and
highlighted their motivations, characteristics, and scientific effects. Third
section dealt with the Imam’s scholarly efforts in Yemen, including
spreading knowledge in Yemeni society, where many of the Yemeni jurists
studied under him, defending the doctrine of the Sunnis, and responding to
the Mu’tazilites and other people with opposing beliefs, in addition to his
authorship of a number of important books which spread and became famous
inside and outside Yemen. There are other scientific contributions addressed
in this study.

Keywords: Imam Yahya Ibn Abi Al-Khayr Al-‘Umrani - scientific
efforts - Mecca - Yemen - scientific journey.
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1.Sources:

Al-Afdal Al-Rasuli, Al-Abbas bin Ali (d. 778 AH /1376 AD):

Sunni gifts and noble talents in Yemeni virtues, edited by Abdul Wahed Al-Khamri, Sana’a,
Ministry of Culture and Tourism, 1425 AH /2004 AD.

Al-Ahdal, Al-Hussein bin Abdul Rahman (d. 855 AH / 1451 AD):

Masterpiece of Time in the History of Sadat al-Yemen, edited by Abdullah Muhammad al-
Habashi, Abu Dhabi, Cultural Foundation, 1425 AH / 2004 AD.

Bamakhrama, Abu Muhammad al-Tayyib bin Abdullah (d. 947 AH/1540 AD)

The History of the Gates of Aden, taken care of by Ali Hassan Ali Al-Halabi, Beirut, Dar Al-
Jeel, Amman, Dar Ammar, 2nd edition, 1408 AH / 1987 AD.

The necklace of slaughter in the deaths of notable people, edited by Muhammad Yaslam
Abdel Nour, Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Sana’a, 1425 AH/2004 AD.

Al-Hamawi, Yaqut bin Abdullah (d. 626 AH / 1229 AD) :
Dictionary of Countries, Beirut, Dar Sader, 1995, 2nd ed.
Al-Jaziri, Abdul Qadir Muhammad (d. 977 AH / 1569 AD)

Al-Durar Al-Fari’ad Al-Mutaniza fi Akhbar Al-Hajj wa Al-Makkah Road, edited by Hamad
Al-Jasser, Riyadh, Dar Al-Yamamabh, 2nd edition, 1429 AH /2008 AD.

Al-Jundi, Muhammad bin Yaqoub (d. 732 AH / 1332 AD):

Behavior in the Classes of Scholars and Kings, edited by Muhammad Ali Al-Akwa’, Sana’a,
Al-Irshad Library, 2nd edition, 1416 AH / 1995 AD.

Al-Khazraji, Ali bin Al-Hasan (d. 812 AH / 1409 AD):

The luxurious and beautiful necklace among the noblest classes of the people of Yemen,
edited by Abdullah bin Qaid Al-Abadi and others, Sana’a, Al-Jeel Al-Jadeed Library,
1st edition, 1429-1430 AH / 2008-2009 AD.

Ibn Khaldun, Abdul Rahman bin Muhammad bin Muhammad (d. 808 AH / 1405 AD):

Diwan al-Mubtada wa al-Khabar fi the History of the Arabs and Berbers and Those Who
Contemporaries of Greater Importance, edited by Khalil Shehadeh, Beirut, Dar al-Fikr,
2nd edition, 1408 AH - 1988 AD.

Ibn Khallikan, Abu Abbas Shams al-Din Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Ibrahim bin Abi Bakr
(d. 681 AH/1282 AD):

Deaths of Notables, edited by Ihsan Abbas, Beirut, Dar Sader, 1900 AD.

Al-Zubaidi, Muhammad bin Muhammad bin Abdul Razzaq Al-Husseini (1205 AH / 1790
AD):

The bride crown from the Jewels of the Dictionary, investigated by a group of investigators,
Kuwait, Dar Al-Hidaya, (D.T.)

Al-Zamakhshari, Mahmoud bin Amr bin Ahmed (538 AH/1143 AD):

The Basis of Rhetoric, edited by Muhammad Basil Oyoun Al-Aswad, Beirut, Dar Al-Kutub
Al-Tlmiyyah, st edition, 1419 AH/ 1998 AD.

Al-Subki, Taj al-Din Abdul Wahhab bin Taqi al-Din (d. 771 AH/ 1369 AD)
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The Greater Shafi’i Classes, edited by Mahmoud Muhammad al-Tanahi and Abdel Fattah
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