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Abstract

The study aimed to identify the personal, social, academic, and economic
determinants influencing the choice of academic specialization among graduate
students at the College of Education, Taibah University. The research followed a
quantitative approach, employing content analysis within a case study framework,
covering a sample of 214 postgraduate students. A questionnaire was developed to
assess the factors influencing students' choices, consisting of 25 items with nominal,
ordinal, interval, and ratio scales. Multiple logistic regression analysis was utilized
due to the multi-faceted nature of the dependent variable (academic specialization).
The results highlighted those personal aspirations and prior knowledge significantly
impacted students' choices, with "Educational Administration" achieving the highest
correct classification rates. Academic factors, including general aptitude test scores
and cumulative GPA, were decisive, while the academic reputation of specializations
also played a significant role. Economically, tuition costs and future job prospects
strongly guided students toward low-cost specializations with high employment
potential. Based on these findings, the study recommended enhancing academic
guidance programs, providing comprehensive career information, and improving
preparation for aptitude tests.

Keywords: academic specialization selection, graduate studies, personal factors,
economic factors, academic factors, College of Education.
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