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Abstract
This paper aims to study the status of leisure reading of second language
learners of Arabic. In addition, the current study examines their preference and
attitudes towards it and the common obstacles that lead to the lack of reading
interest.

To achieve its objectives, this study draws on data obtained from a survey
containing 61 questions which are divided into five main sections. Three sections
dealt with the free reading practices of the respondents, their attitudes towards
leisure reading, and their preferences. Two sections aimed to investigate reading
obstacles and incentives. Validity and stability of the tool have been conducted to
guarantee that it is appropriate for use. The study population consisted of all 380
fourth-level students, who are seniors at the Institute of Teaching Arabic to Non-
Native Speakers at the Islamic University in Madinah. The study was applied to a
sample of 80 students.

Overall, the results of this paper show that 35% of participants read for fun, and
75% of those read in Arabic. 48% of students read daily. The majority of the
participants started reading when they were 16 years old or younger. It is confirmed
that participants prefer reading printed books over e-books. As for their preferences,
the results show that there is a preference among participants to read in mosques and
to read religiously related topics. The results presented also capture the positive
attitudes of Arabic learners towards free reading and show that being preoccupied
with their studies is the most important obstacle that they face.

Keywords: leisure reading, recreational reading, pleasure reading, free
voluntary reading, second language learners of Arabic
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