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Abstract

The current study aimed at identifying the effect of diversifying WebQuest design patterns on
developing e-communication skills and achievement motivation among postgraduate students at Shaqra
University. The quasi-experimental method was utilized. The sample comprised (50) postgraduate
students at Shaqra University. They were assigned into two experimental long-term vs short-term
WebQuest groups. Each group included (25) subjects. To collect data, the researcher prepared an
achievement test of e-communication skills, observation form of e-communication performance skills and
achievement motivation scale. Results indicated that there was a significant effect of the WebQuest
design patterns (long-term — short-term) on developing cognitive and performance aspects of e-
communication. Significant differences between both first (long-term WebQuest) and second groups
(short-term WebQuest) in this regard were obtained, in favor of the first group. Similarly, the long and
short-term WebQuest design patterns significantly affected achievement motivation. Significant
differences in this regard were also in favor of the first group. Eta squared effect size was high, indicating
that utilizing long and short-term WebQuest design patterns greatly developed cognitive and performance
e-communication aspects as well as achievement motivation. Accordingly, the study recommended
training postgraduate students on utilizing WebQuest. Further studies for investigating academic
personnel and students attitudes about using WebQuests for developing communication skills and
achievement motivation was suggested.

Keywords: WebQuest — Achievement Motivation - communication skills — postgraduate studies.
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