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Abstract

The study aimed at identifying the extent to which English language teachers
use authentic materials (AM), and the advantages and disadvantages of AM. In
addition, it aimed to explore the sources and types of AM, and as well as, the
appropriate linguistic levels for using AM. The descriptive method was used to
conduct the study. And the questionnaire was used to collect data from (155) EFL
teachers in the Directorate of Education in Muhayil Asir during the third semester of
the year 1444 AH /2023 AD. The results revealed that 73.5% of the study sample
use authentic materials in their teaching, while 26.5% do not use them. The results
also revealed the advantages of AM where the most prominent characteristics of
which were the increase in motivation to learn English and its use in real situations,
while the most prominent shortcomings were the difficulty of finding materials
suitable for the linguistic levels of learners, and the demand for time and effort for
AM preparation. The results also revealed that the audio-visual materials were the
most used sources of authentic materials, with a rate of 86.8%. The findings of the
study also showed that more than half of the sample support the use of authentic
materials with all linguistic levels (beginner-intermediate-advanced). Based on the
results of the study, some recommendations and suggestions were provided.

Keywords: authentic materials, English language teaching, EFL teachers.
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