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Abstract

The study aimed to identify the academic role of faculty members in enhancing the
Saudi universities' competitiveness by studying the reality and challenges facing faculty
members in achieving the competitiveness, and to identify the important procedures to
enhance the academic role of faculty members in achieving the universities' competitiveness.
Also, the study aimed to reveal the statistically significant differences for the variables sex
and college. The descriptive questionnaire was used, consisting of (30) items (three scales);
and the sample was (378) faculty members at King Saud University. The results reached that
the scale of the reality of the academic role and the scale of challenges that limit the role of
faculty members in enhancing competitiveness obtained an (agree) average. The proposed
procedures to enhance the academic role of the faculty members in enhancing the universities'
competitiveness got (strongly agree). The study also found that there are statistically
significant differences for the reality of the academic role of the faculty members in
enhancing competitiveness attributed to the females, and there are statistically significant
differences in the scales of challenges that weaken the academic role of faculty members in
enhancing competitiveness in favor of males. The study's recommendations included: the
establishment of specialized training centers, attracting distinguished faculty members,
reducing the teaching burdens of faculty members to save enough time for academic
development, and providing modern technologies and training faculty members to use them.

Keywords: Competitiveness, Academic Role, Faculty Members, Universities.
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