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Abstract

In light of closing the primary schools during the Corona pandemic besides the
transition to emergency distance learning, a shift was made from actual field training
to virtual training. Accordingly, students of the Learning Difficulties Program at
King Khalid University who had fully experienced the virtual training were selected
to get acquainted with four main points: Firstly; the challenges they faced, secondly;
their feelings during that period, thirdly; the extent to which they are satisfied with
the virtual training, fourthly; the extent of their willingness to enter the labor market
after graduation. The researcher used the narrative method, which is one of the types
of qualitative approach that aims to collect the stories of the field education students
in a chronological sequence, using semi-structured written interviews as a tool for
data collection, and then appending them to a focus group interview.

This study resulted in a large number of challenges, most notably the inability
to teach a realistic child with learning difficulties. Moreover, a great state of
frustration prevailed among the students for not passing the actual field training, and
they also felt unfairness with their female colleagues who preceded them in the
actual field training experience. Adding to that, their satisfaction was low with the
virtual training in general, but there were those who sought an excuse due to the out-
of-control conditions caused by the pandemic, but most blamed the university and
schools for the lack of positive cooperation between them to find solutions to the
field training problem. Through the analysis of the results, it becomes clear that the
students lack confidence in themselves to work in the future as teachers of learning
difficulties.

Keywords: Field Internship, Virtual Internship, COVID-19, Narrative Study.
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