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Abstract

Children with high-functioning autism spectrum disorder (HFASD)
struggle to process sensory information, especially phonological, which
impact their linguistic, social, and behavioral development. This research
aimed to investigate the effectiveness of a sensory integration program in
developing phonological sensitivity skills in children with HFASD. The
participants were ten children with HFASD who had an IQ range of 70-80
(M=75.4, SD=2.47), and an age range of 5-9 years (M=7.22, SD=1.47). A
quasi-experimental design was employed with two groups: an experimental
group (3 boys and 2 girls) and a control group (4 boys and 1 girl). The
instruments included phonological sensitivity scale and the sensory
integration program developed by the researcher. The experimental group
underwent the sensory integration program, consisted of 39 sessions over 13
weeks, with three sessions per week. The Mann-Whitney and Wilcoxon tests
indicated statistically significant differences between the ranks mean scores
of the experimental and control groups in the post-test of the phonological
sensitivity scale, favoring the experimental group (p < 0.01). However, no
statistically significant differences were found between the mean rank scores
of the experimental group in the post-test and follow-up tests of the
phonological sensitivity scale. The research recommends further research to
examine the effects of the sensory integration training program on other
skills related to phonological sensitivity in different groups of children with
autism spectrum disorder.

Keywords: Program, Sensory Integration, Phonological Sensitivity
Skills, Children with high-functioning autism spectrum disorder.Abstract
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