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Abstract:

This research attempts to shed light on the term of
‘Occidentalism’ by providing an insight into the various limits and
restrictions of the term in contemporary the Orient and Occident
studies. Furthermore, it seeks to demonstrate the importance of the
topic, its objectives, and the methodology of the study to obtain a clear
concept of Occidentalism, to investigate al-Usfiiriyah’s novel by the
author: Ghazi Al-Qusaibi as a model for the research by examining
the images of the West and the stereotypical Western orientalist
perceptions of the other (Arab).

The methodology focuses on adopting the method of
Occidentalism as a new and evolving concept that derives its roots
from the continuous relationship between East and West, by
discussing the ideas of Edwar Said and other critics' ideas regarding
Occidentalism, to present diverse perspectives and a deeper
understanding of Occidentalism in the Saudi novel.

The results of this research indicate that Occidentalism was not
the opposite of Orientalism, that is, it is not a racist anti-Western
discourse, but rather a discourse that contradicts Orientalism in its
stereotypical portrayal of others, but rather rejects and criticizes the
stereotypical portrayal of the West. The research also succeeded in
presenting diverse and complex images and representations of the
West and its civilization, which mostly contradict the image of the
other (Eastern-Arab) in Orientalist studies. The research also
succeeded in challenging and exposing the distortions and orientalist
stereotypes of the other (Arab) that still distort the image of Islam and
Muslims and the discourse of Occidentalism as hateful anti-Western
discourse. In addition to revealing the contribution of the modern
Saudi novel to the discourse of Occidentalism in contemporary
literary studies.

Keywords: Occidentalism; Orientalism; stereotypes, colonial
misrepresentation; the Saudi novel.
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