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Abstract

Literary theft has become common in the contemporary time,
and has occupied the interest of many writers and critics, as well as
the ancient Arab critics and writers, and the researcher collected in
this study the rules and conditions set by critics, rhetoricians and Arab
writers to differentiate between theft and what is not theft. The
researcher used the historical method and the descriptive method to
trace the many terms that were developed to describe plagiarism and
its types. The study concluded that the ancient Arabs were closer to
tolerance in taking; They did not consider every taking, or verbal or
moral similarity as a theft, and they differentiated between the
praiseworthy theft and the reprehensible theft, and they considered the
good taking as creativity. The researcher found that critics in the
modern era, who faced a large number of literary and intellectual
plagiarism due to the spread of modern means of communication, had
confronted literary theft with the thought of the ancients first and then
with the idea of intertextuality secondly.

Keywords: Literary theft, intertextuality, good reception,
blameworthy reception.
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