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Abstract

The novel is an art based on a sign and a close evasion, with a
plurality in the discourse, and the discourse of silence is one of those
signs, as its critical presence in the narrator is few compared to other
discourses. Therefore, this research aims to participate in activating
the aesthetics of silence speech and its circulation through a narrative
example in modern Saudi literature, which is The Beaver (Al-Qundus)
novel by Muhammad Hassan Alawan. The research came in an
introduction, a preface, two chapters, and a conclusion. The preface
referred to the concept of linguistic and critical discourse, and also
talked about the meaning of silence in language, in the Arab heritage,
and its meaning among the narrators and the pragmatics. The first
chapter dealt with the signs of silence, which are five: the silence of
the title, the silence of white, the silence of ellipses, specifically
(punctuation), the silence of the character, the silence of the place. The
second: it dealt with his functions, which are two: informative and
constructivist. The search yielded a number of results, including: The
speech of silence in this novel is an intentional choice by the writer,
which has its connotations and implications, and that with its signs
and functions it is one of the means for the reader to interact with this
novel, and then to promote it from a state of reading consumption to a
productive reader participating in the significance of the text and its
diversity.

Keywords: the narrative discourse, the speech of silence, the
Saudi novel, the beaver novel.
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