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Spelling Skills in Arabic

A Comparison of the Performance of Native and Non-
Native Arabic Speaking Students
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Abstract

The aim of this research is to identify the spelling skills of native
Arabic speakers and non-native speakers, and to identify the
difference in the spelling performance of native and non-native Arabic
speakers. To achieve the research objective, the researcher used the
descriptive method, and the research sample consisted of (40) first-
level students in the College of Sharia, twenty of whom are native
speakers of Arabic and twenty are non-native speakers, and the
researcher prepared a list of spelling skills for native Arabic speakers
and non-native speakers, and a test of dictation skills for native and
non-native Arabic speakers. And the most important results of the
research: A list of the spelling skills necessary for native and non-
native Arabic speakers was reached, which included (10) skills, and
there were statistically significant differences in the skill of the Hamza
at the end of the word. (Z = -2.624, significance level = 0.009), and in
the skill of the Alif at the end of the word (Z = -2.728, significance
level = 0.006) in favor of the sample of native Arabic speaking
students. In the rest of the spelling skills, there are no statistically
significant differences, and in light of these results, the researcher
presented a set of recommendations and suggestions.

Keywords: spelling skills, learners of the Arabic language.
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