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Abstract

Contemporary critics have shown a great interest in poetic
rhythm after the emergence of blank-verse poetry. Therefore, this
research examines the mechanism through which the Saudi critic
Abdullah Alghathami has received the blank-verse poetry. The current
paper has two main sections.

The first section deals with the feminization of blank-verse
poetry. It studies the breaking down of the poetry components that
have been dominated by male poets which is related to the vertical
poetry theory. This section touches on the historical side in the
emergence of blank-verse poetry. The second section studies the
feminization of the blank-verse poetry though the study of rhythm
components, such as rhythm and rhyme and some textual techniques.

The cultural aspect is fundamental to both sections. This takes
place in a reading context which focuses on explaining the literary
phenomenon culturally. Thus, the methodology followed in this
research is based on the reception method. It mainly focuses on the
Alghathami’s reading of the musical transformation in the Arabic
poem in second half of the twentieth century. This involves the
analysis of some of the issues and topics pertaining to poetic rhythm
in blank verse.

The current research concludes by showing the most important
rhythmic techniques used in the feminization of blank verse according
to Alghathami, such as addition, reduction, shortening and extending,
as well as the modifications that happened to the linguistic
communication. The research ends with a recommendation to further
study the Saudi critical literature that have studied poetic rhythm.
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