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Abstract

This research investigates the term “Epenthesis” in the past and
present, and its effect on sound timbre. This research aims to explore
the concept of epenthesis in Arabic phonetics in comparison to
modern phonetics; emphasizing the effect of epenthesis on the sound
timbre. It also sheds light on the rules of epenthesis. The present
research requires using the analytical descriptive method to reveal the
pioneering views of ancient and modern scholars about epenthesis.
Then, the researcher analyzes, classifies, and compares these views.
Among the prominent findings of this research is that epenthesis is the
most significant characteristic of the sequence of sounds in Arabic.
This research shows how the ancient scholars made great
contributions in phonetics that are almost identical to the laboratory
findings of scientific experiments of modern phonetics. Based on this
view, the research concludes that ancient phonetics was characterized
with improvement; For example, the ancient opinions on epenthesis
differ from one book to another, even those written by the same
author. A case in point is Ibn Jinni’s works. In addition, it is found
that epenthesis primarily occurs by inserting short vowels, and a short
vowel is followed by a consonant. It is also found that the
characteristics of sound timbre is clearer in sukoon (no vowel), then in
consonant - vowel - consonant, or consonant cluster, that is geminate
consonants in word-medial position. These characteristics weaken
after the insertion of short vowels. The research recommends paying
more attention to studying the valuable achievement of old scholars,
especially in the works of Ibn Jinni and his contemporaries, and
comparing them to the findings of modern phonetics. This helps to
trace the stages of development in the ancient phonetics and to
emphasize both similarities and dissimilarities between the ancient
scholars’ achievements in phonetics and the findings of modern
phonetic laboratory experiments.

- Keywords: Sound Epenthesis, Conjunction, Sound Timbre.
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Epenthesis = [Insertion of a vowel or a
consonant into a word to make its
pronunciation easier]

pld) [ 2ol

Vowels
Short vowels

wlall gl [edlsall

3 prll Slsnall

Long vowels

alysboll 5lg]l
Consonants a2l o\}ﬂpfﬁ\/ sl gua]]
Phonetics Gseall oyl
Acoustics = phonetic characteristics Mra“ uﬁhai-\
Articulation & g2l o
Timbre sl b =
Sound timber Qe
Phonemes Olag g2
Allophones u\;j.é)ﬁ
Stress B
Intonation xS
Onomatopoeia iSse 351
Assimilation ples)
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