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Abstract

This study aims to identify the linguistic landscape in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia. Specifically, the study attempts to measure the extent to which
foreign languages, English in particular, are used in signboards.
Furthermore, the study attempts to identify the commercial fields that use
English more than Arabic in their signboards, in addition to identifying
the most frequently used alphabet when naming shops with foreign
words. The study used the descriptive approach, using the Instant Data
Scraper tool to collect data, which amounted to 1473 stores representing
12 commercial fields. The results showed an apparent use of English in
those signboards, and that the signboards written in English in whole or in
part amounted to about half of the sample, while bilingual signboards
were only about 3%. As for the commercial fields that mostly use only
English in their signboards, the results showed a great discrepancy
between the commercial fields, where some fields having most of their
signboards written only in English, and some fields whose use of English
in their signboards did not exceed 2% within the study sample. The
results also indicated that two thirds of the signboards written in English
are transliterated into Arabic. Finally, the study concluded with
recommendations for specialists and agencies related to local language
policies.

Keywords: Linguistic landscape, language policy, shop signboards.
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