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Abstract

This study deals with the functions of poetry in classical Arabic
narrative, as presented in one of the oldest book, namely the
book of Adab al- Ghuraba (the Literature of Strangers) by Abt al-
Faraj al-Asfahani . The study begins with a hypothesis to the effect
that poetry in classical Arabic narratives has more functions than it
has in the books of grammar and rhetoric, when it is presented as an
example or evidence.

Reporters and narrators of Akhbar (anecdotal narratives) have made
good use of poetry to achieve the wide spread of these narratives and
stimulate their reception, because of their strong effect on the hearts of
the recipients. However no one to my knowledge has paid enough
attention to the functions that poetry performs in classical Arabic
narratives, not even in regard to collecting the merits that poetry achieves
in the narration of narratives or to distinguishing between the narratives
which employ poetry and those which do not , though some of them are
keen to clarify the features of poetry in general, and to reveal its cultural
value; since poetry was the governor of thought and culture, and a
preserver of Arab heroism and history, which makes its narration and
memorization an obligatory necessity for those who practice writing in
different sciences and genres.

This interest in poetry makes the search for its functions in
classical report stories a worthy study. Therefore, this study chose to
analyze The Book of the literature of Strangers, because poetry in this
book performs several functions, and because it is a book whose
narratives are limited in subject matter and number, as its author
limited himself to narrating narratives concerning strangers, and only
76 of them are presented, which makes their analysis manageable in a
brief research paper like this, in the hope that this may open the way
for other researchers to discover the functions of poetry in another
types of narrative stories or Akhbar.

Keywords: Functions, Poetry, Narrative, Classical, Cultrure,
Anecdotal narrative (Khabar).
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