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Abstract

Al-Shatibi in his book "Al-Magasid al-Shafiyah fi Sharh al-
Khulasah al-Kafiyah" presented several terms related to the
grammatical rule, such as general, fundamental, Arabic, inductive,
fixed, continuous, absolute, normative, constant, original rules, Arabic
origin, inductive origin, fixed origin, normative origin, absolute law,
and the comprehensive principle. Understanding these terms requires
examining their contexts closely and carefully, in order to reach the
hyponym that branches out into the categories and under which the
rest of the terms are classified.

The study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach to clarify
and reorganize the terms according to Al-Shatibi's conceptualization.
The study concluded to many important conclusions: the hyponym
"General Rule" serves to identify the characteristics, manage the
categories, and list the synonyms associated with the rule. One of the
most prominent characteristics of the general rule is that it is an
inductive, categorical rule with a single judgment. However, there are
instances where the judgments may conflict and require adjudication,
and it is possible to build one general rule upon another. This rule is
divided into two categories: fundamental rules that are related to
grammatical deduction, and compositional and inflectional rules that
are related to the rules of structures and vocabulary. There are two
types of the compositional and inflectional rules: the first is the
prevailing type, which is continuously applicable in the aspects of
grammar, while the second type is limited to a specific aspect of
grammar where it originated. The synonyms associated with the
general rule can be divided into two categories: terms that are
synonymous with the fundamental rule and terms that are synonymous
with the compositional and inflectional rule.

Keywords: Rule, General, Al-Shatibi, Characteristics,
Categories, Synonyms.
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