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Allegations of the Deficiency of the Arabic
Language between Folk Linguistics and Linguistics
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Abstract

This study aims at examining the allegations of the “deficiency of
Arabic language”, an allegation has been made of its rigid structure,
difficulty, and immaturity. The research plan, initially, requires the
formation of an accurate theoretical conception of the (linguistic
perfection) term which requires the concept of (deficiency) or
(imperfection), as they are two general concepts associated with
ambiguous and loose visualizations about evaluating languages and
preferring one over others. Therefore, illusionary visualizations linked
to stereotyped and brief critical judgments were built upon them. These
visualizations often found their entry points in the most famous
historical turning points in the Western linguistic study. This is what
made tracing the concept of linguistic perfection follows multiple paths
in its chronological sequence that can be summed up in four aspects as
follows: the intellectual aspect, the formal aspect, the systematic aspect,
and the popular aspect. The Arabic language, although it is primarily
concerned here, does not represent a special case of the issue, as there
are many languages that are still subject to criticism and accusation of
deficiency. The entire issue of linguistic criticism is still full of a large
amount of popular, non-specialized opinions and beliefs.

Keywords: Linguistic Perfection, Linguistic Deficiency,
Linguistic Criticism, Linguistics, folk linguistics.
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