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Abstract:

Idiomatic expressions are among the most significant linguistic
phenomena that reflect the collective memory of language speakers,
serving as a bridge between linguistic heritage and contemporary usage.
This study examines idiomatic expressions found in the book Al-Zahir
fi Ma ‘ani Kalimat al-Nas by Abu Bakr al-AnbarT (d. 328 AH), viewing
them as linguistic and cultural components that reflect the worldview
of the Arabic-speaking community in the fourth century AH. The study
aims to clarify the concept of idiomatic expressions in both classical
and modern traditions, identify their characteristics, distinguish them
from proverbs, analyze selected examples from the book syntactically
and semantically, and trace their counterparts in contemporary Arabic.
The study adopts a descriptive-analytical-statistical approach by
selecting ten idiomatic expressions from Al-Zahir, classifying them
according to their structural patterns verbal, nominal, adjectival,
genitive, and phrasal and providing a detailed analysis of each
expression alongside three analytical statistical tables. The findings
reveal that the nominal pattern constitutes the largest proportion at 80%
of the studied expressions, followed by the verbal and phrasal patterns
at 10% each. The study also finds that 80% of the selected expressions
remain in use in contemporary Arabic to varying degrees; some have
preserved their original forms, while others have undergone minor
changes in structure or meaning, whereas 20% have fallen out of use.
The study contributes to deepening the scientific understanding of
idiomatic expressions in Arabic linguistic heritage and documenting
their connection to contemporary usage, thereby serving lexicographic
and applied linguistic studies and facilitating intergenerational
linguistic communication.

Keywords: Idiomatic expressions; Al-Zahir fi Ma‘ani Kalimat al-
Nas; Abii Bakr al-Anbari; Structural patterns; Semantic analysis;
Statistical study; Classical lexicography.
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