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Abstract

This study aimed to measure the effect of the "Word Map"
strategy on developing the Arabic vocabulary of non-native speakers
at the beginner level in the Arabic Language Teaching Program for
Non-Native Speakers at Prince Sattam bin Abdulaziz University. It
also sought to examine the impact of the strategy on receptive
vocabulary and to enhance learners’ ability to use vocabulary
functionally in authentic communicative contexts. The population of
the study consisted of all first-level students, totaling (86), while the
sample included (43) students who were randomly selected and
divided into two groups: experimental (22) and control (21). The
researcher adopted a quasi-experimental design with pre-test and post-
test measures, using a specially designed vocabulary achievement test,
which was validated by a panel of five specialists to ensure its
reliability and appropriateness. The experimental group was taught
using the Word Map strategy, which relies on visual representation of
the target word and linking it to its semantic elements (meaning,
synonym, antonym, contextual sentence), while the control group was
taught using traditional methods. Statistical analysis using the (T-test)
for both independent and paired samples revealed statistically
significant differences at the level of (a < 0.05) in favor of the
experimental group in the post-test, indicating the effectiveness of the
Word Map strategy in developing receptive, productive, and
functional vocabulary. The effect size indicated a medium to large
impact, particularly in tasks requiring functional language use. In light
of these findings, the study recommends adopting this strategy in
Arabic language curricula for non-native speakers, organizing training
programs for teachers, and developing interactive instructional
materials, as well as conducting further research to explore the
effectiveness of the strategy in other language skills.

Keywords: Word Map Strategy, Vocabulary, Teaching Arabic
as a Foreign Language.
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