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Narrative Techniques and Aesthetics of
Spinning Memories in the Very Short Story
The “Forgotten” collection by Shaima Al-
Shammari as a case study
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Abstract

This research attempts to penetrate the worlds of human pain in
the very short story, through the collection “Mannsiyyah” (Forgotten)
by the storyteller Shaima Al-Shammari, and monitor the most
important narrative techniques that the storyteller relied on in spinning
her stories. The study also aims to reveal the hidden suggestions and
gestures that hide behind the storyteller’s words and her pictorial
scenes. Which refers to her thoughts and feelings regarding certain
situations. The research was based on a set of techniques (text
thresholds - condensation and deletion - paradox - symbol, diagnosis
and embodiment - scenic photography). In this study, | relied on the
semiotic approach; Because it is one of the most critical approaches
that helps the critic to decode the text, and gives it a wider scope to
analyze texts and interpret their meaning.

Most important findings:

-The writer paid attention to women’s concerns and their conflict
with men, and this occupied a large space in this collection of
stories.

-Reading the Thresholds makes it clear that the cover of the short
story collection was an expression of the sensitivity of the
topics of those stories, as they are thorny topics that are not
easy to approach let alone talk about.

-The narrative flashes of this collection were characterized by
brevity and reliance on connotation and deletion in order to
stimulate the recipient’s memory and evoke his imagination.

-The writer's style is distinguished by simple, easy language to
build a bridge between her and the recipient, and to reach his
soul and please him, instead of making difficult words that
worries him.

-In most of her stories, the writer relied on monologue rather than
dialect, and this fit the idea of group and memory recall.

-In this collection of short stories, the author relied on the camera
eye technique to depict for us, through her stories, intermittent
scenes from the life of her (female) heroine so that the
recipient can read them as if they were seeing them.

Keywords: (Narrative techniques - memory retrieval - text
thresholds - condensation - symbol - camera eye).
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