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Abstract

The study addresses the words referring to aging in the Noble
Quran, namely: al-shaib” (elderliness), “al-shaykh” (old man), and
“al-kibar” (old age) through a rhetorical and analytical study.

Research Objectives: The study aims to provide a
comprehensive vision of the rhetorical reasons and subtle concepts
behind the use of the words “elderliness, old man, and old age” to
signify aging in humans. The research delves into the latent secret of
Quranic expression through these words and examines the variety of
rhetorical secrets and noble purposes in the verses under study.

Research Importance: The importance of this research lies in
highlighting the rhetorical secrets that led the Quran to prefer using
the words “elderliness, old man, and old age” in their specific contexts
in the Noble Quran. The Quranic expression is a deliberate artistic
one, where every word, and even every letter, is artistically placed
with intention. The positioning of these words is not only in relation to
the verse or the chapter but also within the entire Quranic expression.

The research adopted a descriptive and analytical approach.

The study concluded several findings, including the diversity of
words used to denote aging in the Quran. The word “elderliness”
appeared three times, while the word “old man” appeared four times
in the Quran, three of which were in the singular form, and one in the
plural form. The word “old age” appeared six times. The Quran used
metaphorical style to express the psychological impact of aging that
turns young boys gray. The words “old age” and “senescence” in the
Quran symbolize states of weakness, frailty, and the inability to
engage in sexual relations or have offspring.

Keywords: words, aging, the Noble Quran, rhetorical and
analytical study.
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