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Abstract

This study aims to highlight the characteristics of temporal
structure in the novel ‘Ammat Ala Mashrig by the novelist Omaima Al-
Khamis. The study specifically addresses the narrative techniques of
time, and it finds that the narrative time diverges in its structure from
the story time due to the author's reliance on techniques of temporal
disruption—by moving backward or forward in time, accelerating the
narrative, or slowing its temporal flow.

Time is considered one of the most essential elements in
constructing a narrative text. It is closely tied to narration itself, and this
tight connection is what grants time its great significance in the novel;
for there is no narration without time. Accordingly, this study sheds
light on this vital narrative element through the novel ‘Ammat Ala
Mashrig, Time in the novel has received particular attention, for
through its diversity and artistic presence it has emerged as a
phenomenon that warrants close examination—especially with regard
to its paradoxes, techniques, and significant aesthetic implications.

The researcher focused on the temporal structure in ‘Ammat Ala
Mashrig, seeking to uncover its role in shaping the novel. Given the nature
of this study and its focus on time, the researcher adopted the structuralist
approach, as it is based on analyzing the structure of the novel and its most
significant components in generating artistic meaning.

The study reached several findings, the most important of which are:

- Time is one of the most significant structural elements in the novel
‘Ammat Ala Mashriq.

- The author employed temporal order to create various breaks in
the narrative line, due to temporal anachrony in the forms of
analepsis and prolepsis.

- The technique of analepsis "flashback™ is the most prevalent
method used in narrating the events of the novel.

- The technique of prolepsis "foreshadowing™ is the least employed
method in the narration.

- The techniques of scene and pause are among the most prominent
rhythmic temporal techniques used by the narrator to slow down
or suspend the narrative events.

- The author succeeded in manipulating the events of the novel
through her use of time in all its techniques.

Keywords: techniques, time, discrepancies, rhythm, sequence.
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