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Abstract:

This study offers a critical edition and analytical investigation of
a rare grammatical treatise titled “a/-Tibr al-Masbiik fi Bayan Ta ‘rif
al-Magdar al-Masbitk” by Imam Shihab al-Din Ahmad al-Khafajt (d.
1069 AH). The work addresses a nuanced syntactic issue in Arabic
grammar: whether the so-called “substantivized infinitive” (al-masdar
al-masbiik) is always definite or may occur as indefinite—a topic
scarcely examined in classical linguistic sources.

The objective of this study is to authenticate the attribution of the
treatise, analyze its core arguments, and highlight al-Khafaji’s
scholarly method in discussing grammatical positions. The researcher
relied on three manuscript copies and adopted a critical comparative
approach, establishing a primary text and annotating significant
variants and marginalia.

The investigation confirmed the treatise’s attribution to al-
Khafaji through internal references, citations in his other works, and
corroboration from his students’ writings. Furthermore, the analysis
revealed al-Khafaji’s rigorous and critical engagement with the
positions of earlier grammarians, notably Ibn Hisham. The treatise
also includes rare rhetorical insights concerning the metaphorical
status of the substantivized infinitive.

This research contributes to reviving a significant yet overlooked
classical text and provides a methodologically sound edition of a
linguistic issue that had previously received limited attention. It also
opens a window into al-Khafaji’s critical and stylistic approach to
Arabic grammar and rhetoric.

Keywords: al-Khafaji, al-Tibr al-Masbik, Substantivized
Infinitive, Nominalized Clause, Arabic Grammar, Classical Linguistic
Thought.
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Abbas, (1st ed., Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 1982).

Al-Marhoumi, Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Abi al-Khayr, "ljazat al-
Marhoumi li-Tilmidhihi al-Adouni”, printed with "Bulugh al-
Umniyyah fi Innama al-A‘mal be al-Niyyah", investigated by:
Husam Salah al-Dirghami, (1st ed., Cairo: ‘Ilm for Heritage and
Digital Services, 2019).

Al-Muhibbi, Muhammad Amin bin Fadl Allah, "Khulasat al-Atharr fi
Afyan al-Qarrn al-Hadi ‘Asharr”, (al-Wahbiyyah Press, Egypt,
1284 AH, Beirut: Dar Sader, 1435 AH).

Al-Roudani, Muhammad bin Muhammad bin Sulaiman al-Maghribi,
"Silat al-Khalaf be-Mawsoul al-Salaf”, investigated by: Dr.
Muhammad Hajji, (1st ed., Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 1408
AH /1988).

Al-Suyouti, Jalal al-Din, "al-Ashbah wa-al-Naza’ir fi al-Nahw",
investigated by: Dr. Abd al-‘Al Salim Makram, (1st ed., Beirut:
Mu’assasat al-Risalah, 1406 AH / 1985).

Al-Taftazani, Sa‘d al-Din Mas‘oud bin ‘Umar, "Sharh Miftah al-
‘Ulum", investigated by: Dr. ‘Ajaj ‘Awda Barghash, (1st ed.,
Damascus: Dar al-Taqwa, 1443 AH / 2022).

Al-Taji, Muhammad Hibat Allah al-Ba‘li, "Hadigat al-Rayyahin fi
Tabaqat al-Mashayikh al-Musnidin”, manuscript preserved in
As‘ad Efendi Library in Istanbul, no. 2196.

Al-Turudi, Ahmad bin Mustafa al-Tunisi, "Jami‘ al-‘Ibarat fi Tahqiq
al-Isti‘arat”, studied and investigated by: Dr. Muhammad
Ramadan al-Jarbi, (1st ed., Misrata — Libya: al-Dar al-
Jamahiriyyah, 1986).

Al-Zabidi, Muhammad Murtada al-Husaini, "Taj al-‘Arous min
Jawahir al-Qamous", investigated by: ‘Abd al-Sattar Farraj and
others, (1st ed., Kuwait, 1965-2001).

Al-Zirikli, Khair al-Din, "al-A‘lam", (15th ed., Beirut: Dar al-‘Ilm li
al-Malayin, 2002).

Ehongomo, Mutambayi Radjabu, "Asanid al-‘Uthmaniyyin", private
manuscript.

Haji Khalifah, Mustafa bin ‘Abdillah al-Qustantini al-‘Uthmani,
"Sullam al-Wusoul ila Tabaqat al-Fuhoul", investigated by:
Mahmoud ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Arna’ut, reviewed by: Salih Sa‘dawi
Salih, supervised by Ekmeleddin lhsanoglu, (1st ed., Istanbul:
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IRCICA Library, 2010).

Ibn 'Ajibah, Abu al-'Abbas Ahmad bin Muhammad al-Hasani, "Azharr
al-Bustan fi Tabaqat al-A'yan", presented by: ‘Abd al-Salam al-
‘Imrani al-Khalidi, (1st ed., Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah,
2020).

Ibn Abi Mahalli, Ahmad ibn ‘Abdillah. “Al-IsIit al-Khirrit = Rihlat
Ibn Abi Mahall1”. investigated by: ‘Abd al-Majid al-Qaddri. (1st
ed., Rabat: ‘Ukaz Publications, 1991).

Ibn al-‘Ajami, Ahmad bin Ahmad, "Thabt Ibn al-‘Ajami”, printed
with "Tadrib al-Rawi fi Sharh Taqrib al-Nawawi", verified and
edited by Muhammad ‘Awwamah, (1st ed., Jeddah: Dar al-Yusr
and Dar al-Minhaj, 1437 AH / 2016).

Ibn al-Jazari, Abu al-Khair Muhammad bin Muhammad bin
Muhammad, "al-Nashr fi al-Qira'at al-'Ashr"”, studied and
investigated by: Dr. al-Salim Muhammad Mahmoud al-Shangqiti,
(1st ed., Madinah: King Fahd Complex, 1435 AH).

Ibn Hisham, Jamal al-Din ‘Abdullah bin Yousuf al-Ansari, "Mughni al-
Labib ‘an Kutub al-A‘arib", investigated by: Prof. Dr. Fakhr al-Din
Qaba’wah, (1st ed., Beirut: Dar al-Lubab, 1439 AH / 2018).

Ibn Jinni, Abu al-Fath 'Uthman, "al-Khatiriyyat”, studied and
investigated by: Sa'id bin Muhammad bin Abdullah al-Qarni,
supervised by Dr. Abd al-Rahman bin Sulayman al-'Uthaymin,
(Master’s Thesis, Makkah: Umm al-Qura University, 1417 AH /
1996).

Ibn Malik, Jamal al-Din Muhammad bin ‘Abdillah al-Ta’i, "Tashil al-
Fawa’id wa-Takmil al-Magqasid", investigated and foreword by:
Muhammad Kamil Barakat, (Cairo: Dar al-Katib al-‘Arabi, 1387
AH /1967).

Ibn Shashah, ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Muhammad al-Dhahabi al-
Dimashgi, "Nafahat al-Asrar al-Makkiyyah wa-Rashahat al-Afkar
al-Dhahabiyyah”, manuscript preserved in Chester Beatty
Library, no. 1716.

Imru’ al-Qays, "Diwan Imru’ al-Qays", investigated by: Muhammad
Abu al-Fadl Ibrahim, (5th ed., Egypt: Maktabat al-Ma‘arif).

Kahhalah, ‘Umar Rida, "Mu‘jam al-Mu’allifin", (Beirut: Mu’assasat
al-Risalah, 1993).

Khafaji, Muhammad ‘Abd al-Mun‘im, "al-Khafajiyyoun fi al-Tarikh:
al-Kitab al-Awwal”, published and annotated by: Mujahid
Mun‘athir Munshid, (6th edition of "Akhbar Qabilat Khafajah
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wa-Tarikhiha).

Nazir al-Jaysh, Muhibb al-Din Muhammad bin Yusuf bin Ahmad,
"Sharh al-Tashil al-Musamma Tamhid al-Qawa‘id be-Sharh Tashil
al-Fawa’id", studied and investigated by: Prof. Dr. Ali Muhammad
Fakhr and others, (1st ed., Cairo: Dar al-Salam, 1428 AH).

Sibawaih, Abu Bishr 'Amr bin 'Uthman bin Qanbar, "al-Kitab",
investigated and annotated by: ‘Abd al-Salam Muhammad Harun,
(3rd ed., Beirut: 'Alam al-Kitab, 1403 AH / 1983).

Anonymous, "Tarajim A‘yan al-Madinah al-Munawwarah",
investigated and annotated by: Dr. Muhammad al-Tunji, (1st ed.,
Jeddah: Dar al-Shuruq, 1404 AH / 1984).
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