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Abstract

Research Subject: It is to draw the attention of researchers
and motivate them to the intellectual aspect of Ibn Jinni in his
work “al-Khasa’is”, by highlighting some of its foundations as
presented by Ibn Jinni, a scholar of the 4th century AH—an era
distinguished for its intellectual vigor, which is an intellectual
century par excellence.

Among its objectives: to highlight the most significant
intellectual foundations and mediating principles upon which
Ibn Jinni relied in elucidating the linguistic thought of native
Arab speakers, as well as of the early scholars who established
its standards.

As for its methodology, it is a descriptive, analytical, and
causal approach, in line with Ibn JinnT’s own method in
uncovering the characteristics of the Arabic language in his al-
Khasa’is. It relies on analysis as a fundamental mode of reading,
in order to elucidate Ibn JinnT’s linguistic thought in al-Khasa’is
through his own texts

Findings: the book al-Khasa’is is a work situated at the
very heart of linguistic thought and methodology, composed
after the Arabic standards had been firmly established and its
sciences fully developed. In this book, Ibn Jinni exerted his
utmost intellectual, emotional, and even affective effort to
present a science built upon firm foundations. Among these
were his passion for the Arabic language, his belief in its
infallibility and in the integrity of its speakers. Thus did he view
the standards produced by these linguistic sciences at all their
levels, employing them in the service of linguistic thought.
Furthermore, he was keen to instill linguistic thought as a mode
of conduct among researchers—showing them how it is realized,
how it develops, and what it means and instruments are—
thereby encouraging them to pursue it, while also warning them
of its obstacles. His aim was to establish linguistic thought as an
integral component of language studies.

Recommendations:

- Reviving linguistic thought as a servant to Arabic and to
the comprehensive linguistic discipline; a role that
deepens this discipline both in linguistic study and
among its scholars.
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- Activating and stimulating linguistic intellectual
sources—among them Al-Khasa’is—through study,
teaching, collaborative discussion, analysis, and
elucidation; so that the aims of the thinkers may be
revealed, in service of the language, highlighting its
structural and methodological features, and clarifying
how the Arabs engaged with their language.

- The interweaving of linguistic levels, and presenting the
language to learners as it truly is in its practice and
structural nature. Al-Khasa’is serves as a living model of
this integration, which constitutes the path to elucidating
linguistic thought in the construction of the language as a
whole, and in employing the particular to serve the
universal.

Keywords: Ibn Jinni — Linguistic Thought — Foundations
of Thought — Al-Khasa’is.
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