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Abstract

The research addresses the patterns and significances of deictic
references in Al-Jahiz's treatise "Al-Bursan wa-‘Urjan wa-al-‘Umyan
wa-al-Hawlan", The study addresses the clarification of the term
deictic reference, and examines its occurrences in the book under
investigation, with applied analysis on temporal and spatial deixis, as
well as masculine and feminine deixis, in addition to distal and
proximal deixis. The research yielded several findings, including:

- The reference is related to the relationships between sentences in
the text, and is based on two aspects: grammar and semantics,
i.e. it is concerned with the syntactic aspect and its semantic
counterpart to produce the meaning in the text.

- It was observed that temporal deictic reference appears in the
book under study to highlight a contrast between two
timeframes: a proximal one, associated with the forthcoming
narrative time, and a distal one, representing the past whose
effects remain connected to the present.

- Spatial deictic reference in the book is primarily associated with
a generalized, imagined space—such as the conditions of the
inhabitants of Paradise—where al-Jahiz was influenced by the
views of the Mu‘tazilites. It also refers to the internal human
body, in alignment with the book’s objective: to raise
awareness about the symptoms and dangers of certain diseases.

- Masculine deictic reference was primarily used for abstract
concepts, while feminine deictic reference predominantly
referred to entities that are grammatically feminine in a
figurative or non-literal sense.

Keywords: deictic reference - deixis significance - Referral by
demonstrative pronouns - Al-Jahiz.
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