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Abstract:

The topic of paratext has occupied a prominent position in recent
critical studies. However, studies related to literature directed at young
adults have not paid much attention to this field. Therefore, this study
aims to shed light on paratext in one of the most important literary arts
directed to that category— the story. This is done by analyzing the
discourse of paratext in the story (Heroism of a King) and clarifying its
effect in attracting the reader in completing the story, making him or
her an active partner during events and the interpretation of situations,
which supports building intellectual maturity and intuitive cognitive
strength in the recipient.

The study employed a semiotic approach to reveal apparent and
implicit meanings, derive techniques of employing paratext the story,
and to clarify its effect in enriching the text with aesthetics that
guarantee the success of the story.

The study concluded that paratext contribute to restoring or
intensifying the events of the story, and create a fictional space, giving
the reader room to fill in the gaps and motivating him or her to read
interpretatively and participate in the production, formation, and
construction of a discursive message with intertwined visions and tools,
setting expectations for the young recipient’s interpretation through the
influence of the dialectical relationship between the endings of stories
and their beginnings, from which a supportive wording that creates a
logical tension leading to textual cohesion and interconnection between
the links of discourse in general.

Keywords: discourse analysis — Semiotics — Paratext - Abdulaziz
Al-Thunayan
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